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‘A RICH VEIN OF GOOD NEWS’

The '70s decade Is bound to be remembered lor such inglorious
events as Vietnam, Watergate, 'stagflation,’ and a dearth of far-

sighted political leadership. it was an age
fondest illusions were swept away — a difficult and

when some of our

change that outcome. A superpower
tearned that military strength alone is

o guarantee against becoming, as
Stanley Hoffman puts it “Gulliver tied.

period which may prove to be the beginning of new wisdom.
True, there may be more unceﬁammes about energy, the econo-

my, third-world

now

than 10 years ago. But we have also discovered the realities of in-
terdependence, the limits of government, a growing concern
with global human-rights, and a new growth ethic. The difference
may very well be that we can now see how to think our way out of
the situation that we have created. First of a series.

By Hartan Cleveland
Spectal ta
‘The Christian Science Monttor

‘We will shorlly bid the 19705 good-
bye. Mast of the people 1 know are quite

cans are bound to remember for Viet-
nam, Watergate. “stogflation. " and an
embarrassing poverty of political
leadership.

Yel it you dig Just beneath the sur-
(ace of events, you will find a rich veln
of good news,

As the decade began, wé were preve-’
cupied with multiple dangers — from
nuclear war, from the mindless march
of tinology. fcom the prolif-
eration of oppressive regimes. from the
apparently widening gap between popu-
fation and resources, and
growth ethic that seemed
each year uglier citles. more
ished land. mare intractable human
poverty. and a thickening cloud of pol-

but we weren't with

SALT I and 11 are not yet the begin-
ning of disarmament, but they codify
that  astonishingly  stable. If
unattractive. form of peace called mu-
tual deterrence — what Winston Chur-
chillcalled “two scorplons in a bottie.”
a balance of power based on paralel
uncertaintles in the tace of unprec-
edented weaponry. Even though the
wortd s still spending 8 percent more

scale of wartare — n)- tnventing histo-
'

them. that we might have to bargaln
with the rest of the world, but we didn't
bave to share, and that our nstitutions
were capable of coping with the expo-

3. The worm has turmed oa
and . The idea used tobe that
 we could think t up, we shoutd surel
ut this “in-

‘As we now ace the 19805 some of the
dangerous trends have been
sharply and surprisingly reversed. and

some of our fondest ilusions have been
swept away. Together, these shifts may

iogic
Ing shoved aside by the notion that the
future directions and purpases of tech-
nology are matters for social determi-
nation ~ that . for us the peopte to
decide.

The watershed was the decision not
1o build a US supersonic airliner, de-
splte the French/ British decision to g9

with the Cone Before 1

fore
decade ended and British

‘cooted off an the idea 100.) The en-
vi tal nt’s shouts

ironmental movement’s of
;Hey. waitaminue!beganinihe T
gt techuology's mmer logc:

NBPA e Natlonat
 camn it elict on 3o 1
1570 "The deat with the Sovits ot 15
make any more sntibaflistic missite

st

oo anly abont torture of politicat pris-
but about

uon"om-enmr Nobody ject

ing of e Carter
nunun—rigms nmuuve tits impact on
Presi-

ot vaid It was & mrpdle) should

te's affirmative

they predicted the world's population
wauld grow 107 1720 even B bilion by
the year 2000. The current UN projec-
tion does not even reach § billion by
the. The (orecasters had committed
the original statistical sin of mistaking
current trends for destiny. They were
mousetr o countorcaliing
trenda; develogment chemicals, wor
en's Instinets. and hope all proved hard
tofit Into’a computer program.

novation, supported by an exuberant
optimismr,, measured and_symbolized
by gross national product, that gro-
tesque Index which treats food produc:
tlon and drug addiction as equatly valld
signs of economic health. In reaction
against and social

& very accurate predicter of what they

will do In real life — a5 we know

ehaviar of others than to practice it
themselves ~ the sluggish progress in

it mosty by
ad a

sate ghloscphy. Bul we broke (L off a3

a mullion* (7) more fobs to create —
these are o trivial tasks to accomplish
in a $hort generation. But they might
just be manageable. The assignment
impliéd by -the earlier projections
tooked so discouraging. they produced
2l that, nonsense about lifeboats and
triage. -

O the resources side of the equa
tion, we have also gained in knowledge,
tnsight. and wisdom during the 19705,
The early-70s fright about limits to
growth was a useful wake-up tonic. But

plenty even'of the. nonrenewable fossil
fuels and hard minerals, if conserving
attitudes and international cooperation

the previous revolutions. finctuding the
Christian, the Muslim, and the Marx-

We were atso ilving with some dubl-
ous ittusions — that our national econo-
iy could be “fine tuned."” that the dol

tar was fundamentally strong. that the
Rlabat drive for human rights coutd be
safely paliiated and otherwise ignored.
that others might be dependent on us

ly at random. 1 will mention
tive reversible trends and five forgetta-
ble tancies - in all, 10 happenings in
the sobering 705 that could make the
19805 a decade of Moezxvd promise:

1. We turned aff the war in Vietnam
— by losing it. We he\er ‘even consid-
ered using our maclear arsnal (0

veloped protolypes, was another stra
in the same wind. S0 is the dwindling
enthustasm for nuclear encrgy as a way.
to make electricity, and the tightening
regatation of carcinogenic foods and
drugs.

new public altitude can be

cmmur« The City Council of Cam-
idge, Massachuselts. caricatured it
v.v asserting municipal jurisdiction
over the pace and direction of genetic
research at Harvard University. But a
caricature not only exposes a promi-
nent feature to ridicule: i calls atten-

. tiontoa feature’s prominence.
3.

at
th

movernent,
sion of demands for political rights:
demands for the mecting of basic hu-
eeds. in an invigorated interna-
tional human-rights movement
way a government treal s own peo-
issues of (airness In the “domestic
pamc; of nation states, used to be
considered privileged. protected by
sosercignty. Bul in the surprising "70s.
the President of the United States could
stand in the UN General Assembly and
declare that “No member of the United
Nations ean claim that mistreatment of
s citizens is solely its own business.”
Mr. Carter was taiking, he made ctear,

st) primacy
ence only In one or anothér world
jon,

4. The race between world popula-
tion and world resources doesn't fook
bearly as scary in 1979 as it did in 1970
~ of even In 1572, when *“The Limits to

Growi waspublished

.ppu;m as an exponen-

demographers could snatch headlines.

Scll books. and be taken seriously if

Beyond. the nonrenewabes lies a
bugely underutitized biomass (ove-ifth
of i microrganisms.an nconcelvably
‘numerous army of workers now
rplayed i makang ehee amd n ter
mentation). plus a supply of solar radi-

n the reces-
slon of the mid-70s. and especlally

when we saw how little could be done
about achieving more equity. at home
o abroad, without an Increment of eco-
nomle growth to assist In s
redistribution.

A new kind of thinking about
“growth™ is now In evidence ~ “a his-
toric change of emphasis.” pollster
Daniel Yankelovich calls it in a paper
for the Third Woodlands Conference on
Growth Policy, The evidence from cur-

gy . (As
manager of a unlversity system I was
always struck with the amaunt of litter
et b by studens afer a demen-
a3 cleaner

suit of ecanomic stabillty (even al the
o of reduced conmmptio) with

malerlal expectations
a0d wilh the drive Lo estabien maxh
mum control over one's own destiny.
The combination of these three ele-
ments creates a novel American
outiook.”

Presidemt Carter, In his energy
speech in July 1979 was beginning to
march to the same drummer:
“..owning things and _consuming
things,” he sald oo national television,

rent survey research
ithas Lo be taken seriously. Every time
the polisters take our national pulse.
they discover a deeper alicnation (rom
the ldea that more and more Is better
and vetter.

A majority of Americans (55
percent) say that “doing without some-
thing and living a more austere life
‘would be a good thing. By 79 percent to
I wml Americans think more stress

re
able in the world's troplcat regions.
which are home for most of the abso-

lutely poor.
And beyond the physical and biologi-
al resources. information’ has in the
|s'ms come to be regarded as a resource:
1's not marginal: Dr. Peter
Dracker o management expert, says
it's now the key resource in our busi
U ot scarce: Dr.

55 M,
Taticn $ays nlormation 618 euATAE:
; tvesurphs.
1 '“Tobe sure. there are great gaps in
" vurman heowiedge that nave e 10 be
filled by research and study. But the
sawning chasm s between what some
Bave leAec. Yo cahers hase ooty

tto.

We are. It now seeras. not about to
“'Tun out of " resources ~ because wi

are changing our wass il thinking

5. A oo g growth ethic is emerging
We the people are changing our minds
about the very purpases of tife and

The old ethic was rapid material
growth — powered by technological in-

live with basic
sreaching s Vigher s andard of ving.
By a similar margin (76 percent to
percenty  Americans  would place
greater stress on “learning to get our
pledsure out of nonmaterlal exper:
than -satsying, our ned for
Tobes foods i o
mw [x‘nnle aayto a o polt taker i ot

6.Anew theary Is emerg-
Ing. We have begun. in the 19705, to re-
alize we need a new. wider. mare flexk-

gether at ane end af a business cycl
whose oscillations don't even seem to
be eyclical, and repeatediy stump the
experts. Governments thal use
reflation to create more jobs some-
times succeed in creating more infla-

and unemployment t0o. Govern-
ments that tighten the money supply
sometimes succeed in Inducing reces-
sion without bringing inflation under

mit - as
candidly did on national television pot

a it contemporary eco-
‘nomic theory falls to explain the way

. buman pur-
poses are ot treated 43 xtornatiios in
fo-economlc

for

other relat
e stage In US
foreign policy: our Atlantic and Paciflc
alliances and our refations with the So-
viet Unlon. We do not encounter the So-
viets In Bertin and the Mediterranean
these days: we run into them In South-
ast Asia and the Indian Ocean and Af-
rica and the Caribbean.
The motive power for this new kind
o poltics is rapic change in the devek-
*South."" It contains a new explo-
sive factor: the collision of Western
“modernization” with traditional cul-
tures and with untraditional aspirations
for economic growth with equity.
“This triple collision was dramatized

Asia, Africa,
and Latin America.
#Plesse turn to Page 14

Approved For Release 2009/08/17 : CIA-RDP0O5T00644R000200690021-5



Approved For Release 2009/08/17 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000200690021-5

14

Thursday, December 27, 1979

THE CHRISTIAN SCENCE MONITOR

% ‘A rich vein of good news’

And where is the silver lining in this political cioudburst
from the **South’’? Americans have a long record of adjust-
ing to realities, and the reality of poverty and discrimination
in undeveloped countries is gradually — too graduaily — be-
ing accepted as a fact in US politics, not just because of oil
imports and food exports but because claims for ‘‘fairness’
and *‘basic human needs'" resonate in the American politicai
psyche.

As the US gets serious about facilitating development.
Americans will take an ever-growing interest in fairness in-
side, not just among, nations. And that, too, is good news for .
the poorest of the poor.

If the US turns its back on world poverty, the world pov-
erty that made it to center stage during the 1970s will make
the 1980s a dangerous passage for the only nation with a truly
global reach.

8. The reality of interdependence does seem to have sunk
in. The idea was hard for Americans to grasp because every-
one else seemed to want our aid. our technology. our weap-
ons, our blue jeans, our hard rock music, and our TV pro-
grams. We were not equally clear that we needed an inflow of
energy. of minerals, of investment. of brains, and of interna-
tional cooperation.

Once the Arab oil embargo brought the matter to our at-
tention in 1973, we were quick learners. By the decade’s end
*‘interdependence’’ was already a cliché. A remarkable num-
ber of Americans now understand that it got cold too soon in
the Ukraine and a few months later Russian wheat purchases
had pushed up the price of a loaf of bread at the corner super-
market: that the disappearance of anchovies off the west
coast of Latin America shrank the supply of protein so that
soybeans became scarce; that the burning of oil and coal
pushes more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere and risks
overheating the world of our grandchildren.

Cognition of interd di has been heiped along by the .
cooperation that is so obviously required for international air
travel and the control of international terrorism. It is rein-
forced by the satellite technologies for weather observation,
telecommunication, resource sensing, and even military
reconnaissance.

The single greatest instrument of education for a global
perspective is probably those satellite photos that now rou-
tinely appear as part of the evening newscast. If you now ask
the man on the street what the weather is going to be, he will
no longer took at the sky or wet his finger or feel his joints,
but tell you in semiprofessional language about the cold front
coming in over Canada, which will arrive in his community
at a predictable time. Everyone has the tools to visualize how
the weather develops — and to understand, without being
‘“taught,’’ that events are interconnected, nations are inter-
d dent, and the biosphere is more or less round.

9. The 7038 have seen the dawn of planetary politics. It
started with the UN's Stockholm C: on the Hi
Environment in 1972, and continued in Bucharest on world

population, Rome on world food, Mexico City on the status of
women, Buenos Aires on world water resources, Nairobi on
desertification and, just two months ago, a conference in Vi-
enna on and technology for de p

These i raising 1S are not to be judged
by the pale and wordy compromises they issue as *‘plans of
action" just before the delegates leave for home. They are
devices for forcing national governments to pay attention to
neglected subjects. And they work. Before Stockholm, no na-
tion had a cabinet-level ministry mandated to protect the nat-
ural environment; now, seven years later, there are 7. Be-
fore Bucharest, many de ing nations were denying that
population was a probiem, or claiming that the excitement on
the subject was a conspiracy to withhotd help from the poor.
Today the population policy of every nation is an accepted
topic of internationat discourse.

The recognition of global risks and the presence of global
technologies creates a new kind of politics to which the adjec-
tive international, the traditional fear of ‘“losing” sover-
eignty, and win-lose scenarios simply don’t apply. When it
comes to assessing environmentat risk, controlling epidemic
diseases, collecting data about the envelope of atmosphere
around the globe, channeling appropriate investment from
one country to another, or inventing appropriate technologies
for development, the institutions are likely to be
transnational. Sovereignty is not “lost’ but exercised by be-
ing pooled, as in the World Weather Watch. And alternative
scenarios tend to find either both sides winners or both los-
ers. The resuiting politics is something new under the sun. In
a world preoccupied with international conflict, that has to be
good news.

10. We have discovered the limits to government. We have
found a shortcoming in what has been regarded, for two gen-
erations past, as the most important instrument for getting
things done in the pubtic interest. In the US, the straws in this
wind are ciumsy initiatives — California’s Proposition 13 and
the proposed constitutional amendment on balancing the
budget. But underneath them is another of these tidal waves
of the 1970s.

In global perspective, we can see that power is leaking out
of national governments in three directions at once: from the
top as sovereignty has to be pooled to secure global benefits
or ward off global risks: from the sides, as transnational en-
terprise (profit and nonprofit) performs many cross-border
functions better than governments or intergovernmental- or-
ganizations are abie to do; and from the bottom, as local au-
thorities adopt ‘‘growth policies” and “population policies’
in an effort to take control of their own destinies.

In the perspective of US history, we are witnessing the end
of the New Deal, the end of an era in which, if you had a ma-
jor problem, the solution was to establish another govern-
ment agency and throw money at the problem. Let's not
knock it; the system worked pretty well for more than 40
years, from Franklin Roosevelt to Lyndon Johnson. But a

majority of Americans now seem to be persuaded — the polls
are overwhelmingly clear about it — that their collective pur-- -
poses can be served by measures other than expanding pub- "~ -
lic regulation and government spending. L

People-in-general, perceptive as usual, have noticed that - -

something is wrong: By overwhelming margins current sur-
vey research records a rapid decline in the people’s confi-
deuce that their government can do very much that is effec-
tive about what bothers them. In 1964 a 69 percent majority of-
the American public had faith.in the-competence of govern:-

ment leaders - that is, they would agree with the poll'taker’s - -

statement *‘they know what they’re doing.” By 1976 the ratio .

of Americans holding this view had dropped to 44 percent; by . .

1978 it had dropped to 40 percent. At the end of the 1950s, a 56
percent majority of the public agreed that *‘you can trust the.
government in Washington to do.what is right. most of the
time.”” Two decades later this index of public trust had been .
cut almost in half, to 29 percent. - ’

This state of affairs is-presented as tragic news in TV RR

newscasts and newspaper editorials; and sometimes in the .
commentary of the survey researchers themselves. But I
read these polls somewhat differently. :
The fact is that our institutions are not coping.. The gov-
ernment doesn’t know what to do about the non-Keynesian fu-

sion of inflation and recession: Many buisiness leaders — one ~. -. -

does not have to look farther than steel, or small cars, or
color television — do seem to have lost that old spirit of -
American enterprise. Labor unions and other special-inter-
est groups can't be trusted to put the general welfare ahead -
of their specialized welfare. If in these circumstances peopie .
were nevertheless persuaded that our leaders have the situa-
tion well in hand and told the pollsters that-everything,was
fine, wouldn’t they be seriously mistaken?

So, maybe, the perception that our msmutlons are not
coping is the beginning of a new wisdom. .

You will notice that these examples of allegedly good
news, all 10 of them, are essentially changes .in our way of
thinking about the dangers and uncertainties that beset us.-
The objective ““facts’" of international life are no less threat-
ening now than they were a decade ago. There are, indeed,
more and bigger weapons, more morally ambiguous scienti-
fic discoveries, more political prisoners, more absolute poor,.
more obstacles to better production and fairer distribution of- -

goods, more uncertainties about energy, more baffled €cono- -~

mists, more third-world turbulence, more unavoidable inter-
dependence, more technologies that require the pooling of

soverelgnty and more governmental incapacity in 1979 than - :

in 1969. The difference is that we can now see how to think our-'.

way out of the mess we are in. .
Harlan Cleveland has been Assistant Secretary of -State.

US Ambassador to NATO, and president of the Uni versity of

Hawaii. He is now director of the Aspen Institute’s Program -

in International Affairs in Princeton, N.J.
Next: Decade of dreams, crisis, adjustments
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